
Hanover Central High School 
Summer Reading Policy 2016 

 
PURPOSE:  The summer reading program at Hanover Central High School meets the Indiana College and Career Readiness 

standard for critical reading.  Through summer reading, students improve their ability to read and comprehend complex texts 

independently and proficiently.  Further, summer reading prevents a decline in achievement, also referred to as “summer 

slide”. 

All young people experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational activities during the summer. Research 

spanning 100 years shows that students typically score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer vacation than they do 

on the same tests at the beginning of the summer (White, 1906; Heyns, 1978; Entwisle & Alexander 1992; Cooper, 1996; 

Downey et al, 2004).  

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:   

All non-AP English students enrolled for the 2016-17 school year will read one (1) summer reading book.  All AP English students 

and COM 114 enrolled for the 2016-17 school year will read two (2) summer reading books.   

 All students enrolled in English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12, and Film Lit will choose one (1) book to read from 

lists assigned to each class.  Students in non-honors classes may choose tests from the honors/AP lists in the same 

grade level.   

 All students enrolled in Honors English 9, Honors English 10, and Honors English 11 will read ONE REQUIRED book.  

That title has been selected by the department and will not change.   

 AP English Literature & Composition students will read TWO REQUIRED books.   

 COM 114 will read TWO REQUIRED books, but only be tested over The Other Wes Moore, which is required reading 

with Purdue, as a Dual Credit course for the 2016-17 school year.   

The AP summer reading test scores will be averaged together.  The averaged score will count as ten percent (10%) of the first 

quarter’s grade.  All tests weigh equally in the computation of the grade.   

There will be no summer test dates.  All tests MUST be taken on the assigned dates at the start of the school year.  

 All students enrolled in English will test on Wednesday, August 24, 2016.   

 The second book test date for AP English will be Friday, August 26, 2016.   

 All summer reading tests will consist of objective selected response questions, and each student’s English teacher will 

administer all tests. 

 If for any reason a student is absent during summer reading testing, he/she will take an alternate test.  The alternate 

test will be a short answer format. 

 The alternate test date will be announced during the first week of school.   

 If a student misses the alternate test date and does not make arrangements with his/her teacher, that student will 

receive a zero for any missing tests.   

The completion of this testing is the responsibility of each student.   

SPECIFIC RULES: 

1. If a student who has not attended Hanover Community Schools enrolls in the district on or after August 17, that 

student will receive a waiver from reading the required book. 

2. Expulsion does not exempt students from the reading tests.  The tests must be taken within the first week of the 

student’s return to school.  Students returning from an expulsion/suspension will take an alternate test form for any 

missing summer reading tests. 

3. Students who add, drop, or switch courses WITHIN THE DROP-ADD PERIOD at the beginning of the first semester may 

test from the summer reading list for the class in which they began the school year, with the exception of COM 114. 

4. Students retaking English 9, 10, or 11 only need to read a book for the class they will be entering in that given school 

year.  They do not have double the number of books to read. 

5. Students from surrounding schools (including private) who have received the summer reading policy will follow rules 

for Hanover Community School Corporation students.   



Hanover Central High School 
Summer Reading 2016 

Comprehensive Study Guide 
 
Directions: As you read through your summer reading books, the following questions will help 
you understand your selections more thoroughly.  A glossary of literary terms is available for 
your convenience, but you may find it helpful to research literary devices beyond this glossary. 
 

Skill Covered       Question 
Allusion 1. What are the allusions the author employs? 

 
2. From where do the allusions come (Bible, mythology, history, pop culture, etc.)? 

 
3. How do allusions deepen the meaning, beauty, or effect of the work as a whole? 

 
Atmosphere/Mood 4. What are the major atmospheres or moods of the story? 

 
5. How does the author create the atmosphere or mood? 

 
6. With which parts of the story do these moods attach?  What does this tell you? 

 
Author’s Purpose 7. How does the author achieve his/her purpose (to sadden, to celebrate, to criticize, 

etc.) in key scenes? 
 

Characterization: 
Motivation 

8. What motivates the main characters’ feelings, attitude, mood, comments, or 
actions? 
 

9. How does character motivation develop that character over the course of the 
story? 

 
10. How does character motivation affect the story’s outcome? 

 
11. Who is the story’s protagonist? Who is the antagonist? 

 
Characterization: 
Direct & Indirect 
Characterization 

12. Describe the characters exactly as the writer describes them (direct 
characterization). 

 
13. What do characters’ attitudes, comments, actions, fears, etc., say about them 

(indirect characterization)? 
 

Characterization: 
Flat v. Round 
Static v. Dynamic 

14. Which characters remain the same in the story?  Which ones change? 
 
15. Which characters have internal conflicts and receive more attention?  Which ones 

are stock characters? 
 
 



Diction and Tone 16. How does the writer’s word choice (diction) add to your understanding of the 
writer’s attitude, character development, and plot? 

 
Figurative 
Language 

17. List as many examples of metaphors, similes, and personification that you can 
find. 

 
18. List examples of apostrophes, oxymorons, paradoxes, and hyperboles. 

 
Historical Context 19. What is the historical context of the novel?  How does the context affect the 

story’s outcome? 
 

Imagery 20. How does the imagery capture the mood, accentuate the setting, or develop the 
plot? 
 

21. How does imagery develop characterization? 
 

Narrative 
Structure 

22. How does the author organize the events of the story?  Is it chronological?  Are 
there flashbacks? Is there a frame story? 

 
Point of View 

 
23. In which of the following points of view is the story told? 

a. 1st person point of view 
b. 3rd person objective point of view 
c. 3rd person limited point of view 
d. 3rd person omniscient point of view 

 
24. How do you know from which point of view this story is told? 

 
25. How does the author’s use of this point of view affect the meaning of the story? 

  
 
Plot: 
Conflict 

 
26. What are the major external conflicts in this story? 

 
27. What are the major internal conflicts in this story? 

 
28. What do I learn about each character from his/her responses(s) to conflict? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plot: 
Suspense 

29. How does the writer make you care about the characters and what their future 
holds? 
 

30. Identify the main events in the rising action. 
 

31. How does the writer create suspense/tension? 
 

32. What is the climax of the story? What hints does the writer provide that this 
climax will occur? 

 
33. What are the main events following the climax? How does the writer resolve the 

story? 
 

Setting 34. Describe the setting of major scenes. 
 

35. Are there several scenes or just one? What does this tell you? 
 

36. How does the setting affect your understanding of plot, mood, or character 
development? 

 
Symbolism & 
Motifs 

37. Are there any objects, ideas, colors that recur throughout the story?  If so, when 
and where do they appear? 
 

38. How do these symbols accentuate your understanding of the story? 
 

Staging & Stage 
Directions 

39. If you are reading a play, how does the staging affect the story? 
 

40. How does the playwright use stage directions? What do the stage directions tell 
you? 

 
Theme 41. How does the title suggest one or more of the themes of the story? 

 
42. What are the major themes of this book? (i.e., What is the writer trying to say 

about life or the human condition?) 
 



Hanover Central High School 

Summer Reading List 2016 

If you are entering…  You will read… 

English 9 Speak (Laurie Halse Anderson) 
OR 
Warriors Don't Cry (Melba Pattillo Beals) 

English 10 Life of Pi (Yann Martel) 
Or  
Moloka'i (Alan Brennert) 

Honors English 10 
The Secret Life of Bees (Sue Monk Kidd) 

English 11  Black Boy (Richard Wright) 
OR 
Devil in the White City (Erik Larson) 

Honors English 11 Ella Minnow Pea (Mark Dunn) 

Film as Literature Emma (Jane Austen) 

Com. 114 (Dual Credit) Must Read BOTH 
The Other Wes Moore (Wes Moore) 
David and Goliath (Malcolm Gladwell) 
 
*Students will be tested over The Other Wes Moore 
only.* 

English 12 The Dante Club (Matthew Pearl) 
OR 
In the Time of the Butterflies (Julia Alvarez) 

AP Literature  Must Read BOTH 
How to Read Like a Professor (Thomas Foster) 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (James Joyce) 

 

Students who are repeating a course will read the novel for their upcoming grade, not the grade they 

are repeating. 

Summer Reading tests will be given Wednesday, August 24, 2016. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Date:  ____________________________ 

 

 

 

I ________________________________ have received a copy of the Hanover 

Community High School Summer Reading Policy.  It was reviewed, and I understand 

the expectations and understand the consequences. 

 

Books are available through Amazon, reading apps, the public library and limited copies 

are available through the school library.   

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

 

__________  I will get my own copy of the book I need for my class. 

 

__________  I would like Hanover Community High School to purchase a paperback 

copy of my book and have included cash or a check payable to Hanover Community 

High School in the amount of $10.00 by May 13, 2016.   

 


