Re-Entry Plan Update #3
November 19, 2020

Dear Hanover Community:
It seems almost impossible, but in less than 30 school days, we will complete the first half of the 2020-2021
school year. It has been a difficult year for staff, students and families with many changes that seem to
come without preamble and with challenges at every turn.
I am proud of the way we, as a community, have been able to pivot and provide a solid education for all
Hanover students, while doing our part to prevent community spread of the Covid-19 virus.
It is important that our parents and community partners know that I am in daily contact with a wide variety
of health experts and education leaders. We receive input and information from the Lake County Health
Department, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Indiana
Department of Education (IDOE), Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) and Superintendents across
the region.
Ultimately, decisions regarding procedures put in place and protocols followed are determined by individual
school districts. Every school district is unique, and every school within each district is equally unique. Consider the fact that all Hanover schools vary in their ability to maintain safe environments. Our four schools
have been built over the course of more than half a century. It is why precautions at each school are
unique, pick-up and drop-off procedures vary from school to school, and individual classroom settings determine the required and appropriate implementation of protocols. With that said, there is one common
goal, to continue in-person instruction as long as it is safe and feasible to do so and to provide an equally
appropriate education for eLearning students.
I have heard from many parents and partners during the process of re-entry and beyond. I am grateful for
the words of support and the input that helps me make important decisions on behalf of us all. As of November 17, 2020 the ISDH issued a new graph of possible responses to the rise in Covid-19 positive tests in
our region. Our schools are located in a region determined to be in an “orange” zone described as having
“moderate to high levels of community spread.” It is anticipated we will reach the “red” zone designated as
“high levels of community spread” in the near future. Again, the decision to remain open or institute
eLearning district wide remains our responsibility at the local level.
The following updates include the important reminder that what happens outside of our school buildings
continues to greatly impact what happens within our school buildings. We respectfully request that contact
with others outside of your immediate family group be as limited as possible to preserve our ability to
continue with in-person instruction.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mary Tracy-MacAulay, Ed.S.
Superintendent of Schools
Hanover Community School Corporation

Policies in Place With NO Changes
1. Masks will be worn by all students, staff, vendors and visitors when they enter the building.
2. Mask wearing in classrooms will be determined by individual teachers but consistent with Corporation determined guidelines. If students in a classroom can be distanced by six feet or more, teachers may allow the removal of masks.
3. Discipline for violating mask guidelines will be taken and mask mandates enforced.

4. Masks will be worn by staff and students in all common areas, and students will not be allowed to congregate
without masks.
5. Masks must be worn during lunch periods until students are seated and ready to begin eating.
See updated guidelines regarding masking during recess.
6. Students/families may elect to return to in-person instruction or move to eLearning at each nine-week quarter. Information and formal documentation requirements will be provided to parents/guardians in advance
of each nine-week determination period.
7. All students must be masked while riding the bus. NO EXCEPTIONS
8. Visitation to the schools by parents/volunteers will be limited and masks will be worn. NO EXCEPTIONS.
9. All public events are cancelled until further notice.
10. In person and limited sport activities are open to all in-person students. Sports are governed by the IHSSA
and all guidelines issued by that organization will be followed. No eLearners will be allowed to participate in
sporting practices and/or events (NO EXCEPTIONS). If you have any questions regarding sport activities,
please visit the Hanover Athletics website at www.hanovercentralathletics.com
11. Sponsors of individual extra-curricular clubs and groups who wish to meet, need to apply to their respective
school principals for exemption from the current cancellation policy in place. Principals will forward the request to the Superintendent of Schools with their recommendation. The Superintendent will make the final
decision on a case by case basis. The Superintendent’s decision will be final. NO EXCEPTIONS.
12. If parents notice their child is struggling with emotional/social issues they are encouraged to contact the
Guidance Department at their student(s) school.

CHANGES MAYBE MADE TO THESE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AT ANY TIME.

Release Date 11-18-20
1. During recess staff may determine whether or not masks need to be worn, or if students congregating need to be
separated.
2. A Covid Dashboard is maintained and published on our website at www.hanover.k12.in.us and updated on Fridays.
Please note, these statistics reflect only those positive cases and students/staff quarantined as a result of in-school
contact. They do not include cases/quarantines as a result of exposure outside of Hanover schools.
3. Parents/Guardians are responsible for providing case/quarantine information to the school regarding their
student(s) and are not to send students to school who are either ill, or are self quarantining.
4. The determination of individual students regarding potential Covid-19 cases based on exhibited symptoms' lies
solely with the school nurse. Parents and the Lake County Health Department will be notified immediately and
students will be quarantined at the school until they are picked up. Parents are urged to pick up their student(s) as
quickly as possible.
5. Parents will only be notified if their student(s) meet the criteria for potential exposure defined as a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more within 6 feet. NO identifying information will be shared and mass notifications will NOT
be made.
6. Hanover School staff follow the guidelines issued by DHS which defines school staff as “essential workers.” A staff
member may/may not report to work if he/she is asymptomatic. However, the decision to report is determined by
the affected staff member. Each staff member has the responsibility to measure their situation and determine if
he/she should report.
7. The next 9 week period for changing instructional models will begin on November 30th and end on December 4th.
A district wide notification will be sent to parents/guardians no later than November 23rd. The next quarter/
semester begins on January 7th immediately following Christmas break.
8. As we approach winter and it’s accompanying weather challenges, parents will be notified of school closures based
on weather and/or Covid-19 closures via our district wide “Alert” system. Information will also be posted to the
corporation and school websites, as well as our Facebook pages. NOW is the time to review your Power School
contact information. If there has been a change to your email and/or phone contact information, please notify the
building secretary at your respective school(s).
9. If you have any questions specific to your student(s) school and Covid-19 policies/procedures, please contact the
building Principal. Contact Information can be found on each school website under the Parent/Community tab at
the top of the page.

THIS INFORMATION IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME

