HANOVER COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
2020-2021
RE-ENTRY PLAN
Update #1
July 14, 2020

Dear Hanover Families,
Our desire to partner with our parents for the safety and well being of our students and staff has never been stronger than at this time.
Our 2020-2021 Re-Entry Plan generated a great deal of feedback and posed many questions. We do not have all the answers for every
question, but we can answer some of the most frequently asked questions and address some concerns. The following Re-Entry Plan
update, like the original Re-Entry Plan, is a ‘work in progress.’ Changes will continue to come and we will continue to share information with you.
We will begin with a letter from all Northwest Indiana School Superintendents that appeared in yesterday’s Times newspaper. Why?
Because we believe that to open schools as safely as possible and on time is what is best for all students and our belief is shared by Superintendents across our Region.
We do, however, feel a unique commitment to meet the needs of our Hanover families and recognize that the choice to send your
child or children to school is a difficult and personal one. While we want to see every student in our classrooms, we know that isn’t the
right decision for all families, and it’s important to ensure that eLearners, just like their in-person classmates, are Hanover learners and
deserving of the best education we can possibly provide.
Will this addendum answer all your questions? Probably not. It will, however, give you additional information to help you in your
decision-making process. We have tried our very best to answer all of the questions presented to us in a timely fashion, and we will
continue to do so.

There will be additional updates drafted and shared before school starts. The Covid-19 pandemic brings with it constant changes in
data, statistics and news. We want you to be assured that we assess the situation and all information we receive on a continuing basis
and all plans are subject to change. We will, unapologetically, make our decisions on what we believe to be best for all of our students, our families and our community.
Warmest Regards,
Mary Tracy-MacAulay

Return to Learn for Lake County Students
A message from the superintendents of Lake County schools
July 13, 2020

Dear Lake County Families,
Recently, Governor Holcomb has approved the re-opening of Indiana Schools for the fall. All Lake County Schools are committed to providing a safe, secure and healthy learning environment for all students and staff. We believe that students learn best when they are in the school
setting. Further, the socialization aspects of school are critical in a student’s life. Therefore, all Lake County Schools will be starting the
school year in the traditional manner.
All Lake County Schools have worked collectively to ensure a safe return for students and staff. Efforts have been made to align with CDC
guidelines, the Indiana Department of Health, the Indiana Department of Education and our local Lake County Health Department. It is important to note that it is not possible to meet physical distancing guidelines at all times. Therefore, all Lake County Schools require that staff
and students have masks with them at all times, be prepared to wear them at any time they are in close proximity (examples include hallways
and buses) or interacting face to face, and when social distancing is not possible. Students can remove mask during class time when all students are seated at desks facing the same direction and spread out as much as possible.

Please note that the well-being of our students and staff is of the highest priority. We want our students in school and believe this plan
makes that a reality.
All Lake County Schools will be starting on their scheduled date. Some of the measures followed by all schools are provided below. More
specific guidelines will be made available by each school district.
• All Lake County schools require that staff and students have masks with them at all times, be prepared to wear them at any time they are in close
proximity (examples include hallways and buses) or interacting face to face, when social distancing is not possible, or in large congregating groups.
• Observing social distancing to the greatest extent possible.
• Maximize instructional space and scheduling flexibility
• Employ enhanced cleaning procedures and with greater frequency throughout the day.
• Frequent hand washing throughout the day.
• Prohibit the use of water fountains.
• Adjust lunch schedules and spaces to maximize social distancing.
• Identify and have separate clinic spaces in which students who are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms are screened.
• Restrict visitors to school buildings.
• Discontinue perfect attendance awards.
• Require students and staff to be fever free for 72 hours without the use of medication before returning to school.

All Lake County School will receive direction from the Lake County Health Department should there be confirmed cases of
COVID-19.
Please note that the above information is subject to change based on available health data and guidance from state and local
officials.
We thank you, in advance, for your cooperation and commitment to ensuring the safety of our students and staff. We look
forward to welcoming our families back to school.
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This is additional information and does not replace the initial guidelines in the 2020-2021 Re-Entry Plan and should be
considered supplementary information
•

Only online registration will be offered for the 2020-2021 schools year. The InfoSnap registration window is scheduled to open on July 27,
2020. If there is a change to that date, parents will be notified via our email and voice mail system. The information will also be posted on
our Facebook and Website pages.

•

All athletic related questions should be directed to the Athletic Department Administrators. For Hanover Central High School contact
kbermes@hanover.k12l.in and at Hanover Central Middle School contact crossiano@hanover.k12.in. Updates are regularly posted to
www.hanoverathletics.com.

•

Information about Related Arts classes, i.e. Band, etc. will be available at a later date.

•

Specific information regarding the expectation and details about eLearning are available on pages 9, 10 and 11 of this document and may
help you to determine if this is the best educational option for your student(s)

•

Masks will be worn in all common areas in all schools, without exception. More specifics on classroom use can be found separately in this
document under “Mask Usage.”

•

Small group instruction and/or collaborative projects will be kept to a minimum for the time being and in such situations masks will be
required.

•

Elementary school parents are asked to begin practicing mask wearing and social distancing as soon as possible. You can help your child
make the transition to these new changes more comfortably simply by choosing a time to mask-up and show your child what appropriate
social distancing looks like.

•

The decision to eLearn or attend in-person classes may only change after nine weeks for all students.

•

If Covid-19 conditions improve to the extent it is deemed safe for all students to return to school, eLearning will be discontinued.

•

Special Education services in Hanover Community Schools are provided in cooperation with NISEC (Northwest Indiana Special Education
Cooperative). Information and guidance from NISEC will be provided in early August.

•

Masks are mandatory in common areas at all schools, and on all Hanover buses. Please refer to the original Re-Entry
Plan regarding disciplinary procedures on Hanover buses.

•

Wearing a mask is intended to protect our students, staff and their families at home. Classroom expectations have always included the safety and well-being of our students. That remains the same. Hanover teachers will review mask
procedures with students. Disciplinary issues will be handled individually. As with all protocols and procedures, expectations determine outcomes.

•

Masks should be cloth and not the disposable paper type. They may be purchased or homemade. Parents are the
best judge of what type of mask will be most comfortable for their child(ren). Masks must be able to be laundered
regularly and should not remain in backpacks overnight.

•

Much like backpacks, lunch boxes and apparel, masks may include graphics so long as those graphics are school appropriate.

•

The number of students in each class will be determined by several factors, including information garnered from registration numbers. It is not possible at this time to determine how many students will be in a specific classroom. Classroom sizes vary in each school and from school to school. In those classrooms where students can be appropriately
distanced, students will be allowed to remove their masks, once they are seated and instruction has begun. We cannot predict, in advance, which students will have the ability to receive instruction without a mask and which students
will be required to wear a mask during the majority of their instructional time.

