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As we close the 2015-16 school
year, there are varying emotions
that we, as educators, feel. There
is a sense of relief that we have
made it through the year and
completed our tasks with students. There is a shared sense of
excitement as we listen to them
chatter about their summer
plans. There is a sense of accomplishment that we have delivered
on our promise to provide a first
class education to our students.
There is the realization that we
have helped them grow and reach
their fullest potential.
Many of our students will continue their journey at Hanover
next year. However, the graduates of the Class of 2016 have
completed their journey with us.
Now, as former students, they
start on a new journey, one which
takes them on whatever path they
choose. We are confident we
have provided the background
knowledge and processing skills
that will help them map out a
path to a successful career and a
good life. It is my sincerest hope
that our graduates remember their
educational path began at Hanover and, like a compass, they may
always follow that path home, for
they will always be a part of the
Hanover family.

Another school year has come and gone and
with it a graduating class that achieved an
amazing level of success. Nearly one third
of the graduating class of 2016 is receiving
scholarships to further their education. The
Top Ten graduates are all pursuing postsecondary education opportunities, which
are sure to build upon the education they
received in Hanover schools.
Our graduates understand that they didn‟t
reach this milestone without the support of
many individuals, be it their parents, family, friends, teachers, community members
Top Ten and The Most Influential Person In Their Lives
and others. In her speech at the Top Ten
Awards Dinner, Hannah Buckner honored
Hanover Central High School teacher, Crystal Harrigan-Barry. “…in that classroom, one of the newest
additions you‟ll see is the sign that hangs just above HB‟s desk that says „Let Love Grow.‟ This sign, in
three little words, explains to anybody that walks in, the type of attitude that HB fills her classroom with,
the type of positivity she spreads to her students, and the type of mantra I can only assume a woman like
her must say every day.” In her letter to her parents at the dinner, Emma DeYoung said: “My whole life,
you have pushed me to be my best, whether it be sports or school or extracurricular activities or my walk
of faith. You told me that quitting on something I‟ve started is never an option because I made a commitment. Thank you. You‟ve shown me that doing my best in school and doing that homework will pay off
one day, and here I am.”
We are humbled by the words of students like Hannah and Emma and recognize that every day from Kindergarten through High School our administrators, teachers, staff, Superintendent, and School Board, are
entrusted by parents with helping each and every student succeed, not just in school, but in life. Whether a
student‟s passion leans towards: academics, athletics, the arts or building trades, we take our commitment
to help them pursue those passions very seriously.
We‟d like to take this moment to congratulate our Top Ten seniors. Haylei Peterson will be attending Purdue University, West Lafayette and plans to major in veterinary medicine. Hannah Buckner will be majoring in English at Hanover College. Breanna Kerley will major in Health Studies at Purdue Calumet.
Elizabeth Szewczyk will begin her post-secondary education with an undeclared major at Ball State University, but has an interest in pursuing International Business. Ava Ponto will enter the Physician Assistant Program at Valparaiso University with a bright future in Health Sciences. Andrew Yakubik plans to
major in mechanical or electrical engineering at Purdue University. Graham Umlauf will attend Calvin
College with an undeclared major but has an interest in both business and math. Alexandra Gremp will be
majoring in psychology at Loyola University. The Hanover Central High School Salutatorian is Emma
DeYoung who will pursue a career in nursing that will start at Purdue University, Northwest; while Valedictorian, Rachel Mace plans to major in Computer Science at Ball State.
What jumps off this page is the number of different schools and the number of different interest, illustrated
by just 10 of the more than 45 students who received scholarship awards. In addition, many more will go
on to college without scholarship assistance or into trade training programs. Collectively Hanover Central
High School students have reported more than $830,000 received in continuing education scholarships.
Somewhere in the lives of every Hanover graduate a teacher sparked an interest, a family member offered
encouragement, or a community member opened a pathway to the future. In her Valedictorian address
Rachel Mace offered this to her fellow graduates; “I am so proud of all that we have accomplished. We
have all grown up so much since freshman year. We have made new friends, discovered new talents, and
made some lasting memories. We have all worked so hard to get here, and it‟s finally paid off. But now it‟s
time to begin a brand new journey, and work even harder.”

Salutatorian—Emma DeYoung (left)
Valedictorian - Rachel Mace (right)

We wish our graduating class nothing but the best and thank our families and the Hanover community who
have shared their journey.
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The end of the school year seems like the perfect time to
thank all of our parents and community partners for their
support throughout 2015-2016.
Providing the kind of education Hanover students deserve,
and their parents expect, is not a task we can accomplish
alone. Every school in the Hanover system is partnered
with PTO or PTSO organizations that do an amazing
amount of work on behalf of our students. Our Booster
Club Organizations, as well as student led community service and Honor Society groups are constantly at work raising funds and providing support both inside and outside of
our schools. We are so proud of the work they do and the
results are often astonishing.
The Hanover community area businesses and charitable
organizations have stood by our students when we needed
their help the most. While it would be impossible to name
every family, company or group that has contributed to the
advancement of our students education, we can offer examples of the many wonderful changes that have resulted from our community partnerships. The Crown Point Community Foundation awarded Hanover Schools a $10,000 grant to update our media
centers, and almost before the ink was dry on the check, the students at Lincoln (above) were utilizing a porcelain board as a part
of their new Makerspace. The project began with small individual donations made through DonorsChoose.org, an increasingly
popular internet resource for donors to help fulfill the needs in a classroom, one dollar at a time. For many years, Target stores
have made many projects possible through their, “Take Charge of Education,” program and although the program will not continue next year, we remain grateful for all they have given in the past. The Lions, the American Legion, the Eagles, the Farm
Bureau, local farmers and families continue to contribute to our students‟ success.
Hanover Athletics are supported by more than a dozen sponsors and the hard work and mission of the Hanover Central Athletic
Boosters, who have contributed more than $25,000 to meet the needs of our student athletes. The sponsorship program continues
to grow every year as more and more area business sign on to support a great athletic program that provides countless opportunities to our students. The Hanover Central Pom Cats, under the direction of Colleen Darnell, brought home a State Championship, and it is only through the generosity of our community that our students continue to perform and make us proud. We can
never say thank you enough.
Similarly, the arts have flourished in Hanover Schools and our band and choir programs have proven again this past year, that we
are an award winning school, filled to the brim with talented musicians and artists. Art and music are alive and well in Hanover
Schools through the dedicated efforts of our art teachers; Katie Chambers, Trista Mantel, Maggie Ricci and John Cotey. Our
Elementary School students are constantly exposed to new and exciting opportunities, including their inaugural participation in
„Circle The State With Song,‟ as well as art shows at both Elementary Schools, the Middle School and High School. Artists from
our High School participated in a number of art exhibits, bringing a number of honors back to Hanover. Our music and performing arts groups know no boundaries under the direction of Mallory Julian, Jackie Klear, Choir Director, Christina Santaguida,
Band Director, Jay Lowry and Thespian Society Director, Steven
Gustas. It was a year of „firsts‟ that have not gone unnoticed. It
was the first full year of performances by “The Pride,” the Hanover
Central Marching Band, funded by the Hanover Central Band
Boosters. What a treat to see them perform and grow in such a
short time. It was also the first time in history that our High School
and Middle School Bands performed an outdoor concert on the
stage at the Town Complex Grounds on Memorial Day weekend.
The concert was made possible by the generous donations of 27
local and area sponsors (photo on left), and an additional 87 who
contributed raffle and auction items.
How do we say thank you? We do it every fall when we open our
doors and greet each child with a smile and a caring touch. No, we
don‟t do this alone, we do it with you, our parents and partners.
Thank you for a great year and see you in the fall!

